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 In this paper, a Fuel cell (FC)/Photovoltaic cell (PV)/Battery operated three-
phase Shunt Active power Filter (SAF) is proposed for improving the power 
quality at the utility side. Fuzzy based instantaneous p-q theory control is 
proposed for SAF. This SAF consists of Voltage Source PWM Converter 
(VSC) and a DC link capacitor supplied by a FC/PV/Battery. The filter 
provides harmonic mitigation with reactive power compensation and neutral 
compensation for loads at the Point of Common Coupling (PCC). A Single 
switch boost DC-DC converter connects the FC/PV/Battery with the VSC to 
maintain the load. The performance of the proposed SAF is tested in 
MATLAB/SIMULINK environment with Fuzzy logic controller (FLC). The 
controller maintains the DC link voltage based on the current reference 
generated by the p-q theory. The Hysteresis PWM current controller is 
employed to generate the gating pulses to the switches in VSC. The 
simulation results of the proposed SAF validate the effectiveness of FLC in 
power quality enhancement.
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1. INTRODUCTION  

The increasing energy demands as well as the environmental pollutions have significantly promoted 
the usage of renewable energy systems for all applications. Many researches have been carried out in 
utilizing the renewable systems like Photovoltaic (PV) cell or Fuel cell (FC), wind power to meet out the 
requirements of the growing energy demands [1]. From the above renewable energies, the low voltage 
sources are the PV and Fuel cell. This can be connected in series to get the required voltage according to the 
applications The generated DC voltage from the PV/FC is boosted by using the DC/DC boost converter 
before connecting to the DC link side.  

Many of the loads in the industries and commercial work places are nonlinear loads such as personal 
computers, electronic ballasts, variable and adjustable speed drives and electronic house hold appliances. It 
creates power quality problems like utility current distortion due to harmonics, high currents in neural, 
unbalanced loads and high reactive power compensation, etc. The problems created by the inclusion of 
nonlinear loads in the distribution systems are solved by many compensators like Shunt Active power Filter 
(SAF), Dynamic Voltage Restorer (DVR) and Unified Power Quality Conditioner (UPQC), etc. [2]. All these 
systems are well known for its merits, but it suffers by its own drawbacks like usage of slow response, more 
passive elements, increase in size of the system and more losses etc. But the SAF shows faster response with 
good mitigation of harmonics. There are a lot of control techniques available in the literature for controlling 
the SAF [3], to provide the source current harmonics reduction, reactive power compensation and load 
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balancing [4]. Out of those techniques, instantaneous p-q theory [5] is most suitable control for compensating 
the problems due to nonlinear loads. 

The objective of this work is to maintain the DC link voltage of the VSC to provide continuous 
compensation. The IGBT (Insulated Gate Bipolar Transistor) based boost converter fed by PV/FC/battery 
uses Pulse Width Modulation (PWM) technique for maintaining the DC link voltage. The compensation is 
provided continuously in day and night time by PV/FC/battery. During the excess power condition, the 
battery is charged. The maximum power point tracking algorithm is not discussed in this paper.  
 
 
2. PROPOSED SAF 

Referring to Figure 1, at the Point of Common Coupling (PCC), the boost converter fed VSC is 
connected with nonlinear loads. The VSC [6] includes IGBT, inductors and a DC link capacitor. The formula 
for calculating the voltage across the DC link capacitor (Vdc) [4], [6], is as follows, 

 











a

L
dc M

V
V

1

3

22                                                                                                     (1) 

 
Ma is the modulation index and VL is the source voltage.  
 
 

 
 

Figure 1. PV/FC/Battery fed three phase SAF 
 
The value of capacitor is determined by using the formula as follows, 
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Where Vref and Vo1is the reference DC voltage and the minimum voltage level of DC bus 

respectively, α is the overloading factor, Vph is the phase voltage, Iph is the phase current, and T is the time by 
which the DC bus voltage is to be recovered. The star/delta transformer is utilized for connecting the VSC to 
the three phase lines at the Point of Common Coupling (PCC). The single switch DC-DC boost converter is 
connected to VSC. The reference current adoption for VSC is derived from the p-q theory. This current 
reference wave shape the utility current to near sinusoidal.  
 
 
3. MODELING OF PV AND FC 

A PV cell works on the photo voltaic effect and it should be cascaded to meet out the required 
voltage and current [7]. The PV cell voltage depends on the solar irradiation level and temperature with 
respect to the weather conditions. Table 1 gives the data’s of SHARP ND-Q250F7 PV panel with the 
illumination of 1 kW/m2 and solar irradiance at a cell temperature of 25°C. 

 
 

Table 1. Electrical Characteristics of SHARP ND-Q250F7 solar panel 



                ISSN: 2088-8694 

IJPEDS  Vol. 5, No. 4, April 2015 :  470 – 476 

472

Maximum power (Pmax)* 250W 
Tolerance of Pmax +5%/-0% 
Type of the cell Polycrystalline Silicon 
Cell Configuration 60 in Series 
Open circuit Voltage(Voc) 38.3V 
Maximum Power Voltage(Vpm) 29.8V 
Short Circuit Current(Isc) 8.90A 
Maximum Power Current (Ipm) 8.4A 
Module Efficiency(%) 15.3% 
Temperature Coefficient(Pmax) -0.485%/◦C 
Temperature Coefficient (Voc) -0.36%/◦C 
Temperature Coefficient (Isc) 0.053%/◦C 

 
 
The FC generates the voltage with the help of hydrogen and air. Proton Exchange Membrane (PEM) 

type [8] of fuel cell is the most popularly used and the Table 2 gives the parameters of PEM type FC.  
 
 

Table 2. Parameters of PEM Fuel cell  
Fuel cell nominal parameters

Stack power Nominal=5998.5V 
Maximal=8325 W 

Fuel Cell Resistance 0.07833 ohms 
Nerst voltage of one cell[En] 1.1288V 
Nominal utilization Hydrogen(H2)=99.56% 

Oxidant (O2)=59.3% 
Normal consumption Fuel =60.38slpm 

Air =143.7slpm 
Exchange current (i0) 0.29197A 
Exchange Coefficient(alpha) 0.60645 

Fuel cell signal variation parameters
Fuel composition (x_H2) 99.95% 
Oxidant composition (y_O2) 21% 
Fuel flow rate [Fuelfr] at nominal hydrogen 
utilization 

Nominal=50.06lpm 
Maximum=84.5lpm 

Air flow rate(AirFr) at nominal oxidant utilization Nominal=300lpm 
Maximum=506.4lpm 

System temperature[T] 338 Kelvin 
Fuel supply pressure[Pfuel] 1.5bar 
Air pressure[PAir] 1bar 

 
 

There are three modes of operation for PV/FC/Battery based VSC viz,  
Mode1: Compensation by PV/FC in day time, in this mode the voltage is fed to VSC from PV/FC 

through the single switch boost DC-DC converter to compensate the source current as well as it charges the 
battery (48V).  

Mode2: Continuous Compensation by PV/FC, in this mode continuous source current compensation 
is provided by PV/FC without any interruption, even if one source is not capable of supplying the voltage. 

Mode3: Compensation in night time, in this mode battery/FC supplies VSC through the boost 
converter to provide compensation. 
 
 
4. DC - DC CONVERTER AND ITS CONTROL  

Figure 2 shows the basic boost converter is used to increase the input voltage to get the required 
output voltage [9]. The input to the boost converter is fed from PV/FC/Battery. There are two modes of 
operation in boost converterand it is given as follows: [10], [11]. Mode 1, when the switch(S) is in Turned 
ON, the input current (I) charges the inductor (L) upto a period of TON Mode 2, when S is Turned OFF, the 
inductor discharges. The inductor dicharging voltage adds with the supply voltage to give increased output 
voltage.  
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Figure 2. Basic Boost converter 
 
 
The input voltage is 48V and the output voltage from the boost converter is 670V. The switching 

frequency used is 25 kHz and the value of the inductor (L) and capacitor(C) are chosen as 0.0171 mH and 
3000µF.  
 
 
5. CONTROL ALGORITHM OF SAF  

The Instantaneous reactive power theory (p–q theory) [5], [15], is chosen for controlling the DC link 
voltage of the VSC [12]-[13] and its control block is shown in Figure 3. The reference current is derived 
based on the p-q theory and the equations are as follows,    

By applying the Clarke matrices, voltages (vSa, vSb, vSc) and the load currents (iLa, iLb, iLc) are sensed 
and converted to α-β-0 reference frame. The compensating reference current is calculated by of active ( p~ ) 

and reactive power ( q~ ) components and is given in the Equation (3),  

  
 
                   (3) 
 

 
                    (4) 

 
 

The a-b-c coordinates (iref_a, iref_b, iref_c) are determined by taking the inverse Clarke transformation 
to the currents in the α-β-0 coordinates and the reference compensation currents are expressed in the 
Eqnuation (5) 

  
 
 
                               
            (5) 

 
The power components regulate the capacitor voltage [14] in the DC side of SAF and it done by 

Fuzzy logic controller. The triangular membership function variables are used as the input and output 
variables. The error voltage (e) and change in error voltage (ce) are the two inputs of fuzzy controller. The 
Fuzzification is done by using continuous universe of discourse, Implication using the “min” operator and 
Defuzzification using the “centroid” method. The linguistic variables for error voltage and changing error 
voltage are Negative Big (NB), Negative Small (NS), Zero (Z), Positive Big (PB), and Positive Small (PS). 
The output variable is ΔPdc and Table 3 shows the fuzzy rules framed to control the harmonics using the 
proposed SAF.   
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Table 3. Fuzzy Rule Table 
 e 

NB NS Z PS PB 

ce NB NB NB NB NS Z 

NS NB NS NS Z PS 

Z NB NS Z PS PB 

PS NS Z PS PS PB 

PB Z PS PB PB PB 

 
 
The hysteresis current controller is employed to generate the switching patterns.  It forces a bang –

bang instantaneous control to draw the sinusoidal current which follows the reference current derived by p-q 
theory within a certain band limits. 

 

 
 

Figure 3. Control Structure for PV/FC fed VSC 
 
 
The firing pulses to the VSC are derived from the error difference (ea, eb, ec) generated between the 

actual current (ifa, ifb, ifc ) and  the reference current (iaref, ibref, icref ).  This error is subjected to a hysteresis 
controller to generate the gating pulse as shown in Figure 3. 
 
 
6. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The majority of the non linear loads are the powering units by using diode bridge rectifier. These 
loads in the distribution system, distorts the source current and degrades the power quality. The 
MATLAB/SIMULINK software is used for modeling the proposed SAF with PV/FC/Battery. Figure 4 
illustrates the distorted source current waveform observed without the connection of SAF. The FFT analysis 
for the distorted phase current A is shown in Figure 5. The signals are observed for the simulation time 
interval between 0 to 0.4s. Similarly, the THD obtained for Phase currents A, B, C are 19.84%, 20.98% 
and19.82% respectively.  

When the proposed three phase SAF fed PV/FC/Battery is connected to the power system during 
transient operation, the source current is made to follow the sinusoidal template of the reference current.  
This work is done by fuzzy based p-q theory. Figure 6 presents the waveforms of current after compensation 
by the SAF. The harmonics of the phase A is mitigated from 19.84% to 1.53% and it is shown in Figure 7.  
The THD for other two Phases B and C is reduced from 20.98% to 1.55% and 19.82% to 1.50%. Table 4 
gives the compensation provided by the proposed SAF with fuzzy controller. The merits of this SAF system 
is, continuous compensation is provided with the use of FC/PV/Battery, even if one of the sources is affected, 
the other source will continue in connection with SAF. Thus, the harmonic mitigation is continuously done 
without any interruption.  
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Figure 4. Source current waveform before inclusion 
of SAF 

Figure 5. Current waveform taken before 
compensation (Phase A) 

 
 

 

Figure 6. Sinusoidal Source current waveform 
observed after compensation of SAF 

Figure 7. THD measurement of phase A after 
compensation of SAF 

 
 

Table 3 Observed Total Harmonic Distortion before and after compensation of SAF with Fuzzy control 
Source current THD Without compensation With compensation 

Phase A 19.84 1.53 
Phase B 20.98 1.55 
Phase C 19.82 1.50 

 
 
7. CONCLUSION 

A three phase SAF fed with PV/FC/Battery has been simulated in MATLAB/SIMULINK software 
and results are presented. A satisfactory performance has been achieved by using fuzzy controller with 
instantaneous p-q theory. based control for having effective source harmonic reduction and reactive power 
compensation has been presented in this paper. The single switch boost converter is used to step up the 
voltage in order to maintain the DC link voltage of the shunt active filter.  The comparison is made between 
the PI controller and fuzzy controller at the DC bus. It shows that p-q with fuzzy controller has reduced 
source current THD. The observed source current THD of the phase A without compensation is 20.98 % and 
after compensation it is reduced to 1.53%. 

 
 

 
 



                ISSN: 2088-8694 

IJPEDS  Vol. 5, No. 4, April 2015 :  470 – 476 

476

REFERENCES  
[1] Pinto et al. JL, 3-Phase 4-wire shunt active filter with renewable energy interface” in IEEE conference, Renewable 

Energy & Power Quality, Seville, Spain, 2007. 
[2] Joorabian M, Jassas N, Barati H. Active power filter simulation for nonlinear Load Harmonics Effects Reduction. 

In: Proceedings of the 6th International Conference on Industrial Electronics and Applications (ICIEA). 2011:1376- 
1380. 

[3] A Arivarasu, R Balasubramanium. Closed Loop Non Linear Control of Shunt Hybrid Power Filter for Harmonics 
Mitigation in Industrial Distribution System. International Journal of Power Electronics and Drive System 
(IJPEDS). 2014; 5(2):  185-194. 

[4] Singh BN, Rastgoufard P, Singh B, Chandra A, Haddad K Al. Design, simulation and implementation of three 
pole/four pole topologies for active filters. IEE Electric Power Appl. 2004; 151(4): 467–76. 

[5] Joao Afonso, Carlos Couto, Julio Martins, Active Filters with Control Based on the p-q Theory. IEEE Industrial 
Electronics Society Newsletter. 2000; 47(3): 5-10. 

[6] Hongbo Li, Kai Zhang,  Hui Zhao. Active DC-link power filter for single phase PWM rectifiers”,In: Proceedings of 
the 8th IEEE  International Conference on Power Electronics and ECCE Asia (ICPE & ECCE), Wuhan, China, 
2011: 2920-2926. 

[7] Gudimetla Ramesh et al. Photovoltaic Cell Fed 3-Phase Induction Motor Using MPPT Technique. International 
Journal of Power Electronics and Drive System (IJPEDS). 2014; 5(2):  203-210. 

[8] Colleen Spiegel, PEM fuel cell modelling and simulation using MATLAB, Academic Press, ISBN: 978-0-12-
374259-9, 2008. 

[9] Matthias Kasper, Dominik Bortis, Johann W Kolar. Classification and Comparative Evaluation of PV Panel-
Integrated DC–DC Converter Concepts. IEEE Transactions on Power Electronics, 2014; 29(5): 2511-2525. 

[10] Wei Jiang, Yu-fei Zhou, Jun-ning Chen. Modeling and simulation of boost converter in CCM and DCM. Proceeding 
of the IEEE conference. 2009: 288–91. 

[11] Abdullah Abusorrah, Mohammed M Al-Hindawi, Yusuf Al-Turki, Kuntal Mandal Damian Giaouris, Soumitro 
Banerjee, Spyros Voutetakis, Simira Papadopoulou. Stability of a boost converter fed from photovoltaic source, 
Solar Energy. 2013; 98:458-471 

[12] Juraj Altus, Jan Michalik, Brainislav Dobrucky, Viet LH. Single phase power active filter using instantaneous 
reactive theory - theoretical and practical approach. Electrical Power Quality and Utilization Journal. 2005; XI(5): 
33-38. 

[13] Leszek S. Czarnecki Limitations of the IRP p-q Theory as Control Algorithm of Switching Compensators. In 
Proceedings of the 9th International conference on Electrical Power Quality and Utilisation, Barcelona. 2007. 

[14] Karuppanan P, Kamala Kanta Mahapatra, PI and fuzzy logic controllers for shunt active power filter - A report. ISA 
Transactions, 2012; 51:163–169. 

[15] Leszek S, Czarnecki On Some Misinterpretations of the Instantaneous Reactive Power p-q Theory. IEEE 
Transactions on Power Electronics, 2004; 19(3): 828-836. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHIES OF AUTHORS 
 

 

R. Balamurugan received his B.E degree in Electrical and Electronics Engineering from Anna 
University Chennai, in 2005 and he completed his post graduate studies in Power Electronics 
and Drives from Anna University Chennai in 2007. He completed his PhD in the area of power 
electronics from Anna University Chennai, in 2012. Presently, he is working as Associate 
professor in the Department of Electrical and Electronics Engineering, K.S.Rangasamy College 
of Technology, Tiruchengode. He has published 25 papers in the International Journals/ 
Conferences. He is a life member of Indian Society for Technical Education (ISTE), New Delhi. 
His current interests include Power Electronics, Power Quality, Intelligent Control and PFC 
Converters. 
 

  

 

R. Nithya received her B.E degree in Electrical and Electronics Engineering from Anna 
University Chennai in 2009 and she completed her post graduate studies in Power Electronics 
and Drives from Anna University Chennai in 2013. She is presently working as Assistant 
professor in the Department Electrical and Electronics Engineering, K. S. Rangasamy College of 
Technology, Tiruchengode. Her research interests include Power Converters, Power Factor 
Correction and Intelligent Control. 
 
 
 

  
 


