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 As the world embraces sustainable energy solutions, energy storage systems 

are becoming increasingly critical for the effectiveness of renewable energy 

sources. Batteries have emerged as a promising option. However, to fully 

harness the potential of batteries, the challenge of cell must be overcome. This 

review article delves into the evolution of battery active equalizers on the 

quest for sustainable energy storage solutions. The review begins by exploring 

the fundamental principles of battery active equalization and its significance 

in optimizing energy storage system performance and efficiency. Traditional 

battery management techniques are limited in their ability to address 

imbalances effectively, making active equalization a compelling alternative. 

The review provides a comprehensive analysis of early developments and 

current state-of-the-art active equalization systems. The reviewed article 

demonstrates successful applications, showcasing how active equalizers can 

significantly improve energy storage performance and overall system 

stability. While active equalization offers tremendous promise, it is not 

without challenges. The review explores how these technologies seamlessly 

fit with renewable energy sources and grid systems, opening up possibilities 

for future energy infrastructure. Industry perspectives play a vital role in 

realizing innovative technologies. Therefore, the review incorporates insights 

from leading experts, presenting their viewpoints on the adoption of battery 

active equalizers. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The transition towards a renewable energy-dominated world has brought to the forefront the critical 

need for efficient energy storage solutions. As the integration of renewable sources such as solar and wind 

power increases, the intermittent nature of these energy sources necessitates reliable energy storage systems to 

bridge the gap between energy generation and consumption. Energy storage not only enhances grid stability 

but also enables better utilization of renewable energy resources, reducing dependency on fossil fuels and 

curbing greenhouse gas emissions. Among the various energy storage technologies available, batteries have 

emerged as a key player in the race for sustainable energy storage. The ability of batteries to store electricity 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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efficiently, coupled with their scalability and versatility, positions them as a crucial component in meeting the 

energy demands of the future. However, despite their potential, batteries face inherent challenges, one of which 

is cell imbalances within battery packs. 

Cell imbalances occur when individual cells in a battery pack charge and discharge unevenly, leading 

to inefficiencies and reduced overall performance [1], [2]. These imbalances can result from variations in cell 

characteristics, temperature gradients, and charge-discharge cycling differences [3], [4]. Over time, such 

imbalances can lead to capacity loss, shortened battery lifespan, and compromised safety. As the world seeks 

optimized energy storage solutions, addressing these imbalances becomes imperative. This review article 

introduces the concept of battery active equalizers as a cutting-edge technology that tackles the challenge of 

cell imbalances in energy storage systems [5]–[7]. Battery active equalizers are innovative devices designed to 

actively monitor and equalize the state of charge among individual battery cells within a pack. By redistributing 

charge from higher to lower capacity cells, active equalizers alleviate cell imbalances and ensure the optimal 

utilization of each cell's potential [8]–[10]. The primary objective of this article is to explore the evolution and 

role of battery active equalizers in optimizing battery performance and contributing to a sustainable energy 

storage future. We will delve into the fundamental principles of active equalization, the advantages it offers 

over traditional passive equalization methods, and its potential to enhance the efficiency, longevity, and safety 

of energy storage systems. 

Furthermore, this review will examine technological advancements in active equalizers and their 

successful applications through real-world case studies. By analyzing these case studies, we aim to demonstrate 

the positive impact of active equalizers on energy storage performance, system stability, and overall reliability. 

As we embark on this journey to explore the intricacies of battery active equalizers, we underscore their 

significance in the pursuit of a greener, more sustainable energy landscape. With the potential to revolutionize 

energy storage systems, active equalizers offer a promising solution to address the challenges of the modern 

energy transition. Through this review, we hope to shed light on the pivotal role of battery active equalizers in 

shaping a sustainable energy storage future. Figure 1 illustrates the consideration for using equalizer for multi 

cell battery. 

The growing global emphasis on renewable energy sources has driven a remarkable shift towards a 

sustainable and low-carbon energy future. Renewable energy technologies, such as solar photovoltaics and 

wind turbines, have demonstrated immense potential in harnessing clean and abundant energy from nature. 

However, their inherent intermittency poses a significant challenge for the reliable and continuous supply of 

electricity. To overcome this challenge and make the most of renewable energy, the integration of efficient 

energy storage systems has become imperative [11], [12]. Energy storage serves as a crucial enabler for the 

widespread adoption of renewable energy [13]. It offers the means to capture excess energy during times of 

high generation and release it during periods of peak demand or low generation, ensuring a stable and resilient 

energy supply. Moreover, energy storage systems facilitate grid balancing, mitigate voltage fluctuations, and 

provide backup power during outages, enhancing the overall reliability and performance of the electricity  

grid [14]–[16]. Among the various energy storage technologies, batteries have emerged as one of the most 

promising solutions. Batteries offer a host of advantages, including high energy density, rapid response times, 

and the ability to be deployed in diverse applications, ranging from small-scale residential installations to large 

grid-connected utility systems [17]. As a result, battery technologies have seen significant advancements and 

widespread adoption in recent years. 

However, despite their many benefits, batteries are not without challenges. One of the key issues that 

impact battery performance and longevity is cell imbalances within battery packs [18], [19]. Battery packs 

consist of multiple individual cells connected in series and parallel configurations. These cells may exhibit 

variations in their chemical and physical properties, leading to unequal charging and discharging rates. As a 

consequence, certain cells can become overcharged while others remain undercharged, resulting in 

performance inefficiencies and potential safety hazards [20]–[22]. 

The detrimental effects of cell imbalances are multifaceted. Firstly, imbalanced cells lead to reduced 

overall energy storage system efficiency, as some cells contribute less to the pack's total capacity than  

others [23]. Secondly, overcharging of specific cells can lead to capacity degradation, shortening the overall 

lifespan of the battery pack [24]. Additionally, safety risks arise when imbalances cause certain cells to exceed 

their voltage limits, potentially leading to thermal runaway and hazardous conditions [25]. To address these 

challenges and unlock the full potential of batteries for energy storage, researchers and engineers have focused 

on developing innovative solutions, one of which is battery active equalization. Active equalization involves 

the use of specialized electronic circuits and control algorithms to actively manage and equalize the state of 

charge among individual battery cells. By redistributing charge from cells with higher states of charge to those 

with lower states of charge, active equalizers ensure that all cells operate within safe and optimal voltage  

ranges [26]–[28]. This article aims to shed light on the concept of battery active equalizers, their role in 

optimizing battery performance, and their contribution to shaping a sustainable energy storage future. We will 
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delve into the fundamental principles of active equalization, comparing its advantages with traditional passive 

equalization techniques. Furthermore, we will explore the evolution of active equalization technologies, 

examining successful applications through real-world case studies. As the world strives for a greener, more 

sustainable energy landscape, battery active equalizers hold immense promise in revolutionizing energy storage 

systems. By mitigating cell imbalances and enhancing battery efficiency and safety, active equalizers offer a 

compelling solution to advance the integration of renewable energy and accelerate the transition towards a 

more sustainable energy future. Through this review, we hope to provide valuable insights into the pivotal role 

of battery active equalizers in shaping the future of energy storage. 

Battery active equalizers represent a significant technological advancement in the domain of energy 

storage systems [29]. To grasp their importance fully, it is essential to delve into their fundamental principles 

and functionality. At its core, an active equalizer is a sophisticated electronic device that continuously monitors 

and balances the state of charge among individual battery cells within a pack [30]–[32]. Unlike passive 

equalization techniques, which rely on passive components such as resistors and bypass diodes to balance cells, 

active equalizers take a proactive approach to manage cell imbalances [33], [34]. Active equalizers employ 

intelligent control algorithms and power electronics to redistribute charge between cells, ensuring that each 

cell reaches a state of charge closely aligned with the others. This dynamic balancing process optimizes the 

overall performance and longevity of the battery pack. To further emphasize the difference between active and 

passive equalization, Figure 2 compiled the advantages and disadvantages for each system. 
 
 

 

 

 

Figure 1. The schematic concept of battery 

active equalizer 

 

Figure 2. Advantages and disadvantages of active  

and passive equalizer 
 

 

The significance of active equalization becomes apparent when considering the various factors that 

contribute to cell imbalances within battery packs. Variations in manufacturing tolerances, differences in cell 

capacities, and uneven temperature distributions during charging and discharging cycles are among the key 

factors leading to cell imbalances [35], [36]. Active equalizers effectively address these imbalances, reducing 

the risk of overcharging and undercharging specific cells. One of the primary advantages of battery active 

equalizers is their ability to operate in real-time [37]. Traditional passive equalization methods often operate 

passively and may not address imbalances as promptly as active equalizers [38], [39]. In contrast, active 

equalizers continually monitor the state of charge in each cell and take immediate corrective action when 

imbalances are detected. This real-time response ensures that the cells are maintained at their optimal operating 

points, maximizing overall battery efficiency and performance [40]. 

Furthermore, active equalizers can adapt their balancing strategies based on varying conditions, such 

as changes in cell characteristics over time or differences in temperature gradients [41]. This adaptability allows 

active equalizers to optimize cell balancing under different scenarios, ensuring reliable and efficient operation 

throughout the battery's lifespan [42]. Another crucial aspect of understanding battery active equalizers is their 

role in promoting battery pack safety. Cell imbalances can lead to potentially hazardous conditions, such as 

thermal runaway, where an overheating cell triggers a chain reaction of overheating neighboring cells [43], [44]. 

Active equalizers prevent these safety hazards by limiting the voltage differentials between cells, mitigating the 

risk of thermal runaway and enhancing the overall safety of the energy storage system [45]. As the demand for 

energy storage solutions continues to grow, particularly in applications such as electric vehicles, renewable 

energy integration, and grid stabilization, the role of battery active equalizers becomes increasingly vital. By 

addressing the challenges of cell imbalances and optimizing battery performance, active equalizers contribute 
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significantly to the sustainability and reliability of energy storage systems. As we proceed in this review, we will 

explore the various technological advancements and successful implementations of active equalizers, 

highlighting their role as a game-changing solution for energy storage in a rapidly evolving energy landscape. 

As the world increasingly embraces sustainable energy solutions, the pivotal role of energy storage 

systems in optimizing the effectiveness of renewable energy sources becomes evident. Batteries have emerged 

as a promising option for energy storage; however, a significant challenge that hinders their full potential is the 

issue of cell imbalances. Traditional battery management techniques are limited in their capacity to effectively 

address these imbalances, necessitating the exploration of alternative solutions. This problem statement 

underscores the critical need for overcoming the challenge of cell imbalances in batteries to fully unlock their 

capabilities and enhance the performance and efficiency of energy storage systems. The review article delves 

into this problem by focusing on the evolution of battery active equalizers. It recognizes the limitations of 

existing techniques and emphasizes the significance of active equalization in mitigating cell imbalances. The 

overarching goal is to pave the way for sustainable energy storage solutions that seamlessly integrate with 

renewable energy sources and grid systems. The problem is not only technical but also practical, as the review 

acknowledges the challenges associated with active equalization while presenting it as a compelling alternative. 

Addressing this problem is crucial for realizing the potential of batteries and advancing the development of 

innovative technologies that contribute to a more sustainable and stable energy infrastructure. The main 

contribution of this review article is an in-depth exploration of the evolution of battery active equalizers as a 

crucial component in the quest for sustainable energy storage solutions. The article highlights the significance 

of addressing the challenge of cell imbalances in batteries to fully harness their potential for optimizing energy 

storage system performance and efficiency. The review presents a comprehensive analysis of the fundamental 

principles of battery active equalization, emphasizing its importance in overcoming the limitations of 

traditional battery management techniques. It showcases early developments and the current state-of-the-art in 

active equalization systems, demonstrating successful applications that significantly improve energy storage 

performance and overall system stability. 

Furthermore, the review acknowledges the challenges associated with active equalization but 

underscores its tremendous promise for enhancing the effectiveness of renewable energy sources. The findings 

suggest that active equalization technologies seamlessly integrate with renewable energy and grid systems, 

paving the way for future advancements in energy infrastructure. The article also incorporates industry 

perspectives from leading experts, providing insights on the adoption of battery active equalizers. This 

inclusion enhances the review's credibility and relevance by considering real-world implications and potential 

innovations in the field of sustainable energy storage. Overall, the review contributes valuable insights into the 

role of battery active equalizers in the context of evolving energy storage technologies and their alignment with 

global efforts toward sustainable energy solutions. 

 

 

2. METHOD 

2.1. The need for active equalization 

As the adoption of battery technologies in energy storage systems surges, the need for efficient battery 

management becomes paramount. While batteries offer numerous advantages, cell imbalances pose significant 

challenges that can hamper their performance and longevity. Passive equalization techniques, although widely 

used, have limitations in effectively addressing these imbalances [46]. This has driven the demand for more 

sophisticated and proactive solutions, leading to the emergence of battery active equalizers. 

Passive equalization techniques rely on passive components like resistors or bypass diodes to equalize 

cell voltages. While effective in some cases, passive equalization has inherent drawbacks, such as energy 

dissipation in the form of heat, which can result in efficiency losses and increased operating costs [47]. 

Additionally, passive equalization is often less responsive to rapidly changing imbalances, making it 

challenging to maintain cell equilibrium during dynamic charging and discharging cycles [48], [49]. Active 

equalizers, on the other hand, provide an intelligent and dynamic approach to address cell imbalances promptly, 

minimizing inefficiencies and maximizing battery performance [50], [51]. Passive equalization techniques 

have been widely used in battery management systems for many years due to their simplicity and relatively 

low cost. These techniques primarily rely on passive components, such as resistors or bypass diodes, to equalize 

cell voltages within a battery pack. While passive equalization can provide a rudimentary level of balancing, it 

has inherent limitations that become more pronounced as energy storage systems evolve and become more 

sophisticated [52]. Active equalization emerges as a powerful solution to overcome these limitations and 

unlock the full potential of battery packs. 

One of the significant drawbacks of passive equalization is the dissipation of excess energy in the 

form of heat [53], [54]. When equalizing cells with higher voltages, passive equalizers use resistors to shunt 

current away from those cells, resulting in energy losses. This energy dissipation not only reduces the overall 
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efficiency of the battery pack but also increases operating costs, especially in large-scale energy storage 

systems [55]. In contrast, active equalization operates more efficiently by intelligently redistributing charge 

between cells without significant energy losses, maximizing the usable energy within the battery pack. 

Battery packs experience dynamic charge and discharge cycles in real-world applications, especially 

in rapidly changing load conditions or intermittent renewable energy generation [56], [57]. Passive equalization 

techniques may struggle to keep up with these dynamic imbalances, as they lack the ability to adapt quickly to 

changing conditions [58]. This can lead to persistent cell imbalances, resulting in suboptimal performance and 

potential safety risks. Active equalizers excel in these situations, as they continuously monitor cell voltages 

and respond in real-time to address imbalances effectively, ensuring that cells remain balanced and operating 

within safe voltage ranges [59]. In large-scale battery systems, the challenges of passive equalization are 

magnified. As the number of cells in a battery pack increases, the effectiveness of passive equalizers  

diminishes [60]. Balancing a large number of cells using passive techniques becomes more challenging due to 

increased energy dissipation and the complexity of managing multiple balancing components [61]. Active 

equalizers, with their intelligent control algorithms and distributed balancing capabilities, are better suited to 

handle the intricacies of large battery packs, maintaining cell equilibrium efficiently and optimizing the overall 

performance of the energy storage system. Passive equalization can lead to potential safety risks in energy 

storage systems. Since passive equalizers rely on shunting current away from cells to balance them, there is a 

risk of creating voltage imbalances across cells during the balancing process. This could lead to overcharging 

or undercharging certain cells, potentially resulting in hazardous conditions, such as thermal runaway [62]. 

Active equalizers are designed to prevent such safety risks by actively managing cell voltages and ensuring 

that cells remain within safe operating limits. 

Cell imbalances have detrimental effects on battery packs, leading to uneven wear and tear among 

cells. Over time, this can result in capacity degradation and premature failure of the entire battery  

system [63]–[65]. Active equalizers play a crucial role in extending battery lifespan by actively managing cell 

states of charge, ensuring that cells operate within their optimal voltage range. By minimizing stress on 

individual cells and promoting uniform charge distribution, active equalizers can significantly enhance battery 

performance and overall system reliability [66]. The lifespan and performance of battery packs are critical 

factors in determining the economic viability and overall sustainability of energy storage systems. Cell 

imbalances within battery packs can have a significant impact on these aspects, leading to uneven wear and 

tear among individual cells and compromising the overall efficiency and longevity of the entire battery system. 

Active equalization technology emerges as a game-changer in addressing these challenges, offering compelling 

advantages in enhancing battery lifespan and performance. Cell imbalances can lead to specific cells being 

overcharged or undercharged, which can cause uneven stress and accelerated aging in these cells [67]–[70]. 

Over time, this can result in capacity degradation, reducing the overall energy storage capacity of the battery 

pack. Active equalizers play a vital role in minimizing capacity degradation by actively managing cell states 

of charge. By redistributing charge from higher to lower capacity cells, active equalization ensures that all cells 

are utilized more evenly, thereby reducing the rate of capacity loss and extending the overall lifespan of the 

battery pack. Promoting Uniform Charge Distribution: In energy storage systems, the charging and discharging 

cycles of battery cells can vary based on factors like load demand and renewable energy availability [71]. These 

variations can lead to cell imbalances, especially in large-scale systems with numerous cells. Active equalizers 

continuously monitor cell voltages and dynamically adjust charge distribution to promote uniform charge levels 

across all cells. This balanced charge distribution optimizes the use of each cell's capacity, resulting in better 

overall energy utilization and improved battery performance. 

Temperature fluctuations are common in battery systems, and they can exacerbate cell imbalances. 

Cells operating at higher temperatures tend to have higher self-discharge rates, leading to faster discharging and 

potential overcharging of neighboring cells during the equalization process. Active equalizers consider 

temperature variations when managing cell voltages, ensuring that cells operate within safe temperature ranges 

and reducing the risk of imbalances caused by temperature gradients. This temperature-aware balancing 

approach contributes to a longer-lasting and more resilient battery system. Active equalization enables precise 

control over the charging and discharging profiles of individual cells [72]. By equalizing cell voltages and 

maintaining cells within their optimal voltage range, active equalizers allow the battery pack to operate at higher 

efficiency levels. This optimized charging and discharging behavior reduces stress on cells and minimizes the 

formation of harmful byproducts, contributing to enhanced battery performance and a cleaner, more sustainable 

energy storage solution. Cells that are consistently overcharged or undercharged due to imbalances may not 

contribute fully to the overall energy storage capacity [73]. Active equalization ensures that cells are charged 

and discharged more uniformly, allowing each cell to contribute its full capacity to the battery pack. This 

improved depth of discharge results in a more effective utilization of the battery's energy storage capabilities, 

increasing its overall efficiency and maximizing its value in energy storage applications [74], [75]. 

Energy storage systems are expected to operate efficiently to deliver maximum value in diverse 

applications. Cell imbalances can reduce the usable capacity of a battery pack, leading to suboptimal energy 
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utilization and overall system inefficiencies. Active equalization prevents cells from reaching their voltage 

limits, allowing the battery pack to maintain a higher state of charge while utilizing all cells effectively. This 

results in improved energy storage system efficiency, leading to enhanced returns on investment and better 

economic viability of energy storage projects. Efficiency is a crucial metric for any energy storage system, as 

it directly impacts the economic viability and environmental sustainability of the overall energy infrastructure. 

Cell imbalances within battery packs can significantly affect energy storage system efficiency, leading to 

suboptimal energy utilization and reduced returns on investment [76]–[79]. Active equalization technology 

offers a powerful solution to optimize energy storage system efficiency and maximize the benefits of battery-

based energy storage. 

Cell imbalances result in certain cells reaching their voltage limits earlier than others during charging 

and discharging cycles. As a consequence, some cells are underutilized, leading to a reduction in the overall 

usable capacity of the battery pack. Active equalizers actively manage cell states of charge to prevent 

overcharging and undercharging, ensuring that each cell contributes to the battery pack's energy storage 

capacity. By utilizing the full capacity of the battery pack, active equalization enables energy storage systems 

to store and deliver more energy efficiently. 

In passive equalization techniques, excess energy is dissipated as heat during the balancing process, 

leading to energy wastage and decreased overall efficiency [80], [81]. Active equalizers mitigate this issue by 

redistributing charge between cells without significant energy losses. The dynamic and intelligent control 

algorithms of active equalizers ensure that the balancing process is executed efficiently, minimizing energy 

wastage and optimizing the overall efficiency of the energy storage system. Maximizing charge-discharge 

cycles: Efficient energy storage systems should be capable of handling numerous charge-discharge cycles 

without experiencing significant capacity loss. Cell imbalances can accelerate capacity degradation, leading to 

a reduced number of charge-discharge cycles before the battery's capacity diminishes significantly. Active 

equalizers maintain cell equilibrium and prevent uneven stress on cells, enabling energy storage systems to 

endure a higher number of cycles while maintaining a high level of efficiency throughout the battery's lifespan. 

Energy storage systems often need to respond quickly to fluctuations in energy demand or supply, 

especially in applications like frequency regulation and grid stabilization [82], [83]. Passive equalization 

methods may not be agile enough to adapt to rapid changes in load conditions, leading to persistent cell 

imbalances and suboptimal performance during dynamic charging and discharging cycles. Active equalizers, 

with their real-time monitoring and rapid balancing capabilities, enable energy storage systems to respond 

swiftly to load changes, ensuring that cells remain balanced and energy is delivered efficiently. 

For commercial and utility-scale energy storage projects, achieving a positive return on investment is 

crucial. Active equalization technology enhances the overall efficiency of the energy storage system, 

translating into improved energy utilization and reduced operating costs. The ability to maximize the usable 

capacity of the battery pack and extend its lifespan through balanced charging and discharging contributes to a 

higher return on investment, making energy storage projects economically viable and financially attractive [84]. 

Safety is a critical consideration in energy storage applications, especially in sectors like electric 

vehicles and grid-scale storage. Cell imbalances can result in unsafe voltage differentials between cells, 

increasing the risk of thermal runaway and fire incidents [85], [86]. Active equalizers actively manage cell 

voltages, preventing them from reaching hazardous levels and ensuring a safer operating environment for the 

entire battery system. By mitigating safety risks associated with cell imbalances, active equalizers play a pivotal 

role in bolstering the reliability and trustworthiness of energy storage solutions. Safety and reliability are 

paramount considerations in energy storage systems, as any compromise in these aspects can have serious 

consequences for both users and the surrounding environment. Cell imbalances within battery packs can pose 

significant safety risks, such as thermal runaway and fire incidents. Active equalization technology plays a 

crucial role in ensuring the safety and reliability of energy storage systems by actively managing cell voltages 

and preventing hazardous conditions. 

Thermal runaway is a dangerous chain reaction that can occur in a battery cell when it becomes 

overcharged or overheated, leading to a rapid increase in temperature and potentially causing adjacent cells to 

undergo the same process. This cascading effect can result in a catastrophic failure of the entire battery pack, 

with severe consequences [87], [88]. Active equalizers proactively manage cell voltages, preventing cells from 

reaching critical voltage levels that could trigger thermal runaway. By maintaining balanced cell voltages, 

active equalization effectively mitigates the risk of thermal runaway and enhances the safety of the entire 

energy storage system. 

Passive equalization techniques may inadvertently lead to overcharging or over discharging specific 

cells during the equalization process, as they rely on shunting current away from cells to balance them. 

Overcharging or over discharging cells can lead to irreversible damage, capacity degradation, and reduced 

battery lifespan [89]. Active equalizers use intelligent control algorithms to prevent cells from exceeding safe 
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voltage limits, ensuring that each cell operates within its optimal voltage range. This prevents cell damage and 

extends the overall lifespan of the battery pack, enhancing the long-term reliability of the energy storage system. 

Cell imbalances can result in variations in cell performance, leading to differences in charge and 

discharge rates among cells within the battery pack. These variations can cause uneven stress on cells, further 

exacerbating cell imbalances and compromising the overall performance of the energy storage system [90]. 

Active equalizers actively manage cell states of charge, promoting uniform cell performance and reducing the 

risk of uneven stress, thus contributing to the long-term reliability and stability of the battery pack. 

In critical applications, such as grid stabilization and uninterruptible power supply (UPS) systems, the 

reliability and resilience of energy storage systems are crucial. Active equalization technology enhances system 

resilience by preventing cascading failures caused by imbalances in large battery packs. The ability of active 

equalizers to respond in real-time to dynamic imbalances ensures that the energy storage system remains stable 

and functional, even during rapidly changing load conditions or unexpected events [91]. 

Energy storage systems are subject to rigorous safety standards to ensure the protection of users and 

the environment. Active equalization technology, with its ability to actively manage cell voltages and prevent 

hazardous conditions, helps energy storage systems meet these safety standards. By using active equalizers, 

system designers and operators can enhance compliance with safety regulations and certifications, providing 

additional assurance of the safety and reliability of the energy storage solution [92]. 
 

2.2. Technological innovations and advancements 

The pursuit of more efficient, reliable, and sustainable energy storage solutions has driven continuous 

research and development in battery active equalization technology. Over the years, numerous technological 

innovations and advancements have emerged, propelling active equalization systems to the forefront of energy 

storage management. In this section, we explore some of the key technological breakthroughs that have 

revolutionized battery active equalization. The core of active equalization lies in its control algorithms, which 

govern the real-time monitoring and balancing of cell voltages. Technological advancements in control 

algorithms have led to more sophisticated and adaptive equalization strategies. Modern active equalizers employ 

advanced algorithms, such as fuzzy logic, neural networks, and model predictive control, to precisely manage cell 

voltages, respond rapidly to dynamic imbalances, and optimize charge distribution [93]–[96]. These intelligent 

algorithms significantly enhance the efficiency and performance of active equalization systems. 

Energy storage systems are employed in diverse applications, ranging from small-scale residential 

installations to large grid-connected projects. To accommodate these varying requirements, active equalizers 

have evolved to offer modular and scalable designs. Modular systems allow for easy expansion and 

customization, enabling seamless integration into various battery pack configurations. This flexibility ensures 

that active equalization technology can be readily adapted to different energy storage projects, promoting its 

widespread adoption. 

Traditional active equalization systems relied on a centralized architecture, with a single equalizer 

managing all cells within the battery pack [97]–[99] (see Figure 3(a)) illustrating the schematics for centralized 

active equalization system). However, as battery packs grow larger and more complex, centralized equalization 

may become less efficient. Distributed balancing has emerged as a revolutionary approach, where multiple 

equalizers are distributed across the battery pack to manage subsets of cells (see Figure 3(b)) illustrating the 

schematics for distributed equalization system). This distributed architecture ensures more efficient balancing, 

improved fault tolerance, and better scalability in large-scale energy storage systems. 
 

 

(a) 

 

(b) 

 

Figure 3. The model schematic of control unit in battery active equalizer 



      ISSN: 2088-8694 

Int J Pow Elec & Dri Syst, Vol. 15, No. 3, September 2024: 1687-1710 

1694 

The efficiency of active equalization systems is influenced by the switching frequency of their power 

electronics [100]–[103]. Technological advancements in power electronics have led to the adoption of high-

frequency switching in active equalizers. High-frequency switching allows for faster response times and 

reduced energy losses, resulting in more efficient charge redistribution and improved overall energy storage 

system performance [104]–[106]. Active equalizers are increasingly being integrated into sophisticated energy 

management systems (EMS). These EMS platforms utilize data analytics, machine learning, and artificial 

intelligence to optimize battery operation and energy utilization. By integrating active equalization with EMS, 

energy storage systems can benefit from predictive analytics, load forecasting, and demand-side management, 

further enhancing efficiency and maximizing the value of energy storage resources [107], [108]. 

Ensuring the safety and reliability of energy storage systems remains a top priority. Technological 

innovations in active equalization have led to the implementation of additional safety features and redundancy 

mechanisms. For instance, active equalizers may incorporate real-time temperature monitoring, cell voltage 

limiters, and fault detection algorithms to prevent hazardous conditions. Redundancy features, such as backup 

equalizers, offer fail-safe measures, ensuring continuous and safe operation even in the event of an equalizer 

failure [109]–[112]. 

 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Advancements in technology have led to a profound transformation in various fields, and the realm 

of battery management and energy conversion is no exception. This series of discussions delves into a range 

of innovative developments and studies that are shaping the landscape of battery systems, energy storage, and 

power electronics. In a quest to optimize battery performance, researchers have harnessed the potential of 

transformer-based equalization, unitized multi-winding transformers, and supercapacitor integration. These 

discussions delve into the advantages these technologies offer, from ease of isolation and control to increased 

efficiency and rapid charging capabilities. The research by Li et al. [96] and Wang et al. [119] exemplify this 

drive for innovation as they propose and verify novel methods in the pursuit of energy storage optimization. 

Moreover, algorithmic advancements are also at the forefront of this exploration. The use of multi-

agent systems (MAS) and other advanced algorithms in battery management, along with their impact on state 

of charge (SoC) based droop control, presents a promising avenue for enhancing energy distribution and 

coordination within microgrids. Furthermore, the integration of power electronics and energy conversion 

techniques comes to the fore with discussions on switched capacitors and reconfigurable equilibrium circuits. 

These novel approaches aim to improve power regulation, efficiency, and voltage stability in battery systems. 

Throughout these discussions, the significance of experimental validation is emphasized, as simulations and 

real-world testing provide valuable insights into the practical application and performance of these cutting-

edge technologies. With each research endeavor, we witness a continuous pursuit of innovation, striving to 

overcome challenges and enhance the efficiency, reliability, and longevity of battery systems across various 

applications. As we delve into these discussions, we embark on a journey through the dynamic landscape of 

battery management and energy optimization, where groundbreaking ideas are propelling us toward a more 

sustainable and energy-efficient future. 

The introduction of transformer-based equalization methods in battery systems has brought about 

significant advantages, particularly in terms of ease of isolation, control flexibility, and overall efficiency 

improvement. One notable study in this domain is the research conducted by Li et al. [96] in 2019, which 

introduced a novel approach known as the unitized multi-winding transformer-based equalization method [96]. 

This method aims to address the challenges associated with battery equalization and offers a promising solution 

to enhance battery pack performance. The core concept of this approach is elucidated through its proposed 

equalization topology, comprising three key components: the battery unit, the equalization unit, and the 

controller. The battery unit is divided into distinct groups, referred to as equalization subunits, each of which 

plays a role in the equalization process. This division allows for a more targeted and efficient equalization 

strategy, as it focuses on managing specific subsets of cells rather than treating the entire battery pack as a 

homogeneous entity. 

At the heart of this approach is the integration of a transformer, which serves as a pivotal element in 

achieving effective equalization. The primary winding of the transformer is connected to the ends of the battery 

pack, enabling the transfer of charge between cells. Importantly, the research conducted by Li et al. [96] delves 

into two primary operation principles based on the direction of charge transfer: battery pack to battery pack and 

battery unit to battery pack. The investigation into these operation principles is supported by a comprehensive 

testing procedure. The results are presented in a graphical format, where two sets of panels are displayed for 

each operation principle. On the left side of the panels, simulation results are showcased, while on the right side, 

experimental results are presented. This format allows for a thorough comparison between the theoretical 

predictions and the real-world outcomes, offering a comprehensive understanding of the method's effectiveness. 



Int J Pow Elec & Dri Syst  ISSN: 2088-8694  

 

Balancing the charge: the evolution of battery active equalizers in shaping a sustainable … (Eki Rovianto) 

1695 

In the case of the battery pack to battery pack operation principle, the research elucidates the nuances 

of charge transfer and equalization using the proposed method. The utilization of both simulation and 

experimental procedures underscores the method's practicality and applicability in real-world scenarios. By 

analyzing the consistency between the simulation and experimental results, the research establishes the 

reliability and feasibility of the unitized multi-winding transformer-based equalization approach. The 

development of efficient balancing algorithms for lithium iron phosphate (LiFePO₄) battery packs is a critical 

endeavor to enhance their performance and longevity. A novel balancing hardware topology and algorithm are 

proposed, drawing upon run-to-run control principles. The innovation lies in a dual-time-scale balancing 

algorithm, encompassing both time-wise and batch-wise aspects, resulting in a promising approach to address 

the challenges associated with battery balancing. 

Tang et al. [113] present an illustrative depiction of the proposed balancing hardware topology. This 

design centers around the application of run-to-run control, which involves monitoring the battery pack's 

behavior over consecutive cycles and adjusting the balancing process accordingly. The key highlight is the 

introduction of a new balancing algorithm that operates on two distinct time scales. This approach represents 

a departure from conventional algorithms that solely rely on parameters such as state of health (SoH) and state 

of charge (SoC), which often introduce computational complexities and strain on the battery management 

system (BMS) microprocessor. The algorithm's innovative nature lies in its model-free characteristics, as it 

doesn't require information about the battery's SoH or SoC. By circumventing the need for such data, the 

computational burden on the BMS is reduced, leading to streamlined and more efficient balancing operations. 

This model-free approach simplifies the system's complexity and enhances its adaptability to various battery 

configurations and conditions [113]. For the experimental evaluation of this novel approach, a physical 

balancing system is constructed. To monitor the battery voltage, the module LTC6803 is employed for data 

logging purposes. This setup allows for the collection of precise and reliable voltage measurements during the 

testing phase. To assess the effectiveness of the proposed topology and algorithm, a comparative study is 

conducted against a conventional voltage-based balancing algorithm. The comparison is performed in terms of 

voltage recordings over time, a critical indicator of the balancing process's performance. The experimental 

results reveal that the proposed design demonstrates superior capabilities. Specifically, the proposed algorithm 

enables the battery pack to maintain balanced voltage levels for an extended duration of 25.11 hours, 

outperforming the conventional algorithm's performance of 23.86 hours. 

The comprehensive evaluation of battery performance is crucial for ensuring their reliability and 

optimizing their utilization. To achieve this, a sophisticated system is introduced, comprised of a battery testing 

device provided by Newware Ltd., a data collecting system, and a set of lithium-ion cells, as illustrated in 

Figure 4(a). This system is designed to gather vital information about the batteries, including voltage (V), 

temperature (°C), and capacity (Ah) in both charged and discharged states [114]. 

The information collected from the battery testing system serves as the foundation for subsequent 

analysis and decision-making. One of the primary analytical methods employed in this context is the k-means 

clustering algorithm. This algorithm is geared towards organizing similar data points into clusters based on 

predefined rules established by the user. By implementing k-means clustering, the system is able to group 

batteries with similar performance characteristics together. This grouping aids in identifying patterns, trends, 

and anomalies within the data, which can subsequently inform various aspects of battery management and usage. 

In conjunction with the k-means clustering algorithm, the system also utilizes a support vector 

classifier (SVC) algorithm. SVC is a machine learning technique used for classification and regression tasks. 

In this context, it is employed to process the battery data and make comparisons based on performance 

attributes. The outcomes of the data processing and analysis are then presented in a comparative manner, with 

the results of the un-clustered data, k-means clustering, and SVC displayed in Figure 4(b) and Figure 4(c). The 

mean difference Figure 4(b) illustrates the average variation between different data sets, while the standard 

difference Figure 4(c) highlights the spread or distribution of values within these data sets. These visualizations 

provide a clear understanding of the impact of the k-means clustering algorithm and SVC on the battery 

performance data, allowing for insights into the effectiveness of these processing methods in identifying 

patterns and optimizing battery usage. 

The system described here represents a robust approach to evaluating battery performance through a 

battery testing device, data collection, and advanced data analysis techniques. The combination of k-means 

clustering and SVC algorithms enables the system to derive valuable insights from the collected data, 

facilitating informed decision-making for battery management and optimization. The presentation of results 

through mean and standard difference comparisons provides a quantitative assessment of the impact of these 

algorithms on the data, showcasing their potential to enhance battery performance assessment and contribute 

to the overall efficiency and reliability of battery systems. 

Lithium-ion batteries have become the go-to choice for powering electric-powered wheelchairs 

(EPWs) due to their inherent advantages, including flexibility, low maintenance requirements, and minimal 

self-discharge rates. However, these batteries also come with limitations, notably in terms of their low power 
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density and charging rate. Addressing these limitations head-on, a significant research effort has been dedicated 

to incorporating supercapacitors (SCs) into the EPW's power system. This endeavor aims to overcome the 

challenges associated with traditional lithium-ion batteries and enhance the overall performance of EPWs. 

The proposed system for integrating supercapacitors into the EPW's power system is represented by 

the block diagram shown in Figure 5(a). This schematic offers a visual representation of the configuration 

designed to leverage the strengths of both lithium-ion batteries and supercapacitors. By combining these two 

energy storage technologies, the system aims to capitalize on the rapid charging and discharging capabilities 

of supercapacitors, while still benefiting from the energy density and longevity of lithium-ion batteries. To 

rigorously evaluate the performance of this proposed hybrid system, an experimental testing phase was carried 

out. The results of this testing are presented in various panels, each shedding light on different aspects of the 

system's performance. 

In Figure 5(b), the investigation focuses on the fast-charging characteristics of the hybrid system. This 

analysis aims to demonstrate how the incorporation of supercapacitors enhances the charging speed, potentially 

mitigating the issue of slow charging often associated with conventional lithium-ion batteries. Figure 5(c) delves 

into a comparative assessment of the fast-charging performance of the proposed hybrid system and its 

conventional counterparts. This direct comparison offers insights into the improvements achieved by integrating 

supercapacitors and highlights the advantages of this hybrid approach in terms of charging efficiency. Finally, 

Figure 5(d) shifts the focus to the performance of the EPW itself, assessing factors such as speed and distance 

covered over time. This comprehensive analysis provides a holistic understanding of how the hybrid system 

impacts the overall operation of the EPW, encompassing both its energy management and mobility aspects [115]. 
 

 

(a) 

 

(b) 

 

(c) 

 
 

Figure 4. A study conducted by [114]: (a) data collecting system, and the lithium-ion cells, (b) experimental 

results testing: voltage (V), temperature (°C), and capacity (Ah) both in charged and discharged state,  

and (c) standard difference 
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(d) 

 

Figure 5. A study conducted by [115]: (a) the proposed system for use in EPW is shown as block diagram, 

(b) performance of the proposed system, (c) comparing the fast-charging performance to its conventional 

counterparts, and (d) the performance of the EPW 

 

 

In essence, this research endeavors to enhance the capabilities of electric-powered wheelchairs by 

leveraging the synergies between lithium-ion batteries and supercapacitors. The block diagram, experimental 

testing, and results visualization collectively offer a detailed exploration of the proposed hybrid system's 

potential benefits. By effectively addressing the limitations of lithium-ion batteries through the integration of 

supercapacitors, this research contributes to the advancement of electric mobility solutions, ultimately aiming 

to provide improved performance, faster charging, and enhanced overall user experience in electric-powered 

wheelchairs. 
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Advancements in algorithms have paved the way for more sophisticated control strategies in various 

fields, including energy management. One notable innovation is the integration of multi-agent systems (MAS) 

to enhance state of charge (SoC) based droop control. This development holds potential to optimize energy 

distribution and coordination within microgrids. The proposed MAS implementation is meticulously verified 

through simulation using MATLAB/Simulink, with a microgrid model depicted in Figure 6(a) as the testing 

ground. The verification process encompasses four distinct stages, each of which yields valuable insights into 

the performance of the MAS-based system. The collected results are categorized into key parameters, offering 

a comprehensive evaluation of the system's effectiveness. In Figure 6(b), the assessment focuses on active 

power. This parameter is pivotal in understanding how the MAS-based system influences the distribution and 

utilization of energy within the microgrid. Changes in active power profiles highlight the improvements 

brought about by the MAS approach. Figure 6(b) delves into the state of charge (SoC) outcomes. SoC serves 

as an indicator of battery health and performance. Analyzing how the MAS-controlled system affects SoC 

provides critical information about the system's ability to manage energy storage and discharge efficiently. 

The judgment signal, crucial in the control decision-making process, is assessed in Figure 6(b). This 

signal reveals the system's response to various conditions and disturbances, showcasing how the MAS-based 

control strategy guides the microgrid's actions. Taking a broader perspective, the research also investigates the 

impact of communication delay on the system's performance. Varying communication delays of 0.01 s, 0.1 s, 

and 1 s are tested. The effect of these delays on SoC, active power, and frequency are analyzed in panel, 

shedding light on the system's resilience and adaptability to communication constraints. 
 
 

(a) 

 

(b) 

 
 

Figure 6. A study conducted by [116]: (a) implementation of multi-agent system (MAS) and  

(b) four stages verification 
 

 

The introduction of multi-agent systems for SoC-based droop control represents a significant step 

forward in energy management within microgrids. The rigorous simulation-based verification process using 

MATLAB/Simulink provides a comprehensive understanding of the system's behavior. The assessment of 

active power, SoC, frequency, judgment signal, and the impact of communication delay offers a multifaceted 
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evaluation of the proposed MAS implementation. This research underscores the potential of MAS to enhance 

microgrid operation and contributes to the broader conversation surrounding advanced control strategies for 

efficient and reliable energy distribution. 

The quest for effective battery balancing techniques has led to the exploration of various 

methodologies. One well-established approach is the conventional cuk converter balancing technique, designed 

for the purpose of equalizing circuitry. The fundamental concept behind this technique centers on utilizing a 

cuk converter configuration to manage battery imbalances, as illustrated in Figure 7(a). Comparatively, an 

alternative solution is presented through the buck boost converter balancing circuit, showcased in Figure 7(b). 

This circuit diagram introduces a distinct configuration from the conventional cuk converter, offering an 

innovative perspective on battery equalization strategies. 

The proposed design introduces a noteworthy modification to the cuk converter's structure by 

incorporating coupled inductors, as depicted in Figure 7(c). This alteration aims to enhance the equalization 

process, potentially leading to improved performance compared to the conventional techniques. To thoroughly 

assess the viability and efficacy of both the conventional cuk converter and the proposed buck boost converter 

with coupled inductors, simulation studies were conducted using MATLAB. These simulations provide a 

virtual environment to model the behaviors of the respective circuits, enabling researchers to evaluate their 

potential outcomes and performance characteristics. Moving beyond simulation, the proposed system's real-

world capabilities were further explored through experimental investigations. The setup involves an 

arrangement of 8 cells in a series configuration, reflecting a practical scenario. The focus of this investigation 

centers on the system's efficiency, a crucial factor in determining the practicality and effectiveness of the 

proposed design. The results of this investigation are presented in Figure 7(d), offering insights into the 

system's performance and efficiency under real-world conditions. 
 

 

(a) 

 

 
(c) 

(b) 

 

(d) 

 
 

Figure 7. A study conducted by [117]: (a) a conventional cuk converter balancing technique, (b) circuit 

diagram of buck boost converter balancing circuit, (c) the proposed design modifies the cuk converter by 

replacing inductors with coupled inductors, and (d) experimental testing result 
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In the realm of battery management and equalization technology, the pursuit of innovative solutions 

continues to drive advancements. This research unveils a novel development in the realm of equalization 

techniques, introducing the application of coupled inductors. A comparative analysis is presented, contrasting 

the conventional equalizer circuitry (depicted in Figure 8(a)) with the proposed circuitry employing coupled 

inductors. To validate the effectiveness and practicality of these proposed circuit topologies, a comprehensive 

verification process is carried out. This verification involves the creation of models and simulations within the 

MATLAB/Simulink environment, emulating the behavior of the systems when connected to a configuration 

of eight battery cells. The outcomes of the simulations are meticulously examined and compared for both the 

conventional and proposed designs. The comparative assessment is facilitated through a detailed evaluation of 

key parameters, visualized in Figure 8(b). 

In Figure 8(b), the focus is directed towards cell voltage, which plays a pivotal role in battery 

equalization. This parameter reflects the performance of the equalization circuits in maintaining balanced 

voltages across the battery cells. By analyzing the cell voltage profiles, the research offers insights into how 

effectively each design mitigates voltage imbalances. Figure 8(b) shifts the attention to inductor voltage, an 

integral aspect of the coupled inductor approach. This parameter highlights the behavior of the inductor 

components and their role in the equalization process. The comparison between the conventional and proposed 

designs sheds light on the improvements introduced by the novel circuit configuration. Similarly, inductor 

current, visualized in Figure 8(b), is examined to discern the flow of current through the coupled inductor 

system. This parameter further enriches the understanding of the proposed circuit's operational dynamics and 

its ability to manage the equalization process. 

The research extends beyond simulation to practical experimentation. An experimental testing phase 

is conducted to validate the real-world performance of the proposed design. Moreover, the efficiency of the 

proposed system is quantitatively assessed, providing valuable insights into its operational effectiveness and 

energy utilization. The research showcases an innovative approach to battery equalization through the 

utilization of coupled inductors. The comparison between conventional and proposed circuit designs, supported 

by simulations and experimental results (Figure 8(c)), offers a holistic evaluation of the system's capabilities. 

By examining cell voltage, inductor voltage, inductor current, and efficiency, the research paints a 

comprehensive picture of the benefits introduced by this novel equalization technology. This development 

contributes to the ongoing evolution of battery management strategies and provides valuable insights for 

enhancing the performance and longevity of battery systems in various applications. 
 

 

 

 
(a) (b) 

(c) 

 
 

Figure 8. A study conducted by [118]: (a) the comparison for circuitry of conventional based equalizer,  

(b) the results of conventional and proposed design, and (c) experimental testing result 



Int J Pow Elec & Dri Syst  ISSN: 2088-8694  

 

Balancing the charge: the evolution of battery active equalizers in shaping a sustainable … (Eki Rovianto) 

1701 

The study conducted by Wang et al. [119] delves into the exploration of switched capacitors and their 

potential applications in power electronics. This research focuses on two distinct arrangements: the series 

arrangement, depicted in Figure 9(a), and the parallel arrangement, illustrated in Figure 9(b). These circuit 

configurations are intended to leverage the advantages of switched capacitors for power conversion and regulation. 

The series arrangement and the parallel arrangement (Figures 9(a) and 9(b) each present a unique configuration 

that harnesses switched capacitors to achieve specific power management goals. By varying the voltage ratio, these 

arrangements aim to optimize the conversion of electrical energy, catering to a wide range of applications. 

To comprehensively assess the behavior and efficiency of these configurations, the researchers utilize 

the PSIM software for simulation. This simulation approach allows for a controlled and repeatable exploration 

of the circuit dynamics under ideal conditions. By accounting for idealized considerations, the study establishes 

a baseline understanding of the circuit's behavior and performance.  

The results of the simulations are presented in Figure 9(c), offering valuable insights into the impact 

of varying voltage ratios on the system's behavior. These visualizations provide a detailed view of how the 

switched capacitors perform under different conditions, shedding light on key performance metrics such as 

efficiency, power conversion, and voltage regulation. By conducting this study, Wang et al. [119] contribute 

to the field of power electronics and energy conversion by highlighting the potential of switched capacitors in 

series and parallel arrangements. The figures and simulations provide a clear demonstration of the concepts at 

play and offer a foundation for further exploration and optimization. As technology evolves, the findings from 

this research could potentially drive innovations in power electronics, with switched capacitors serving as key 

components for enhanced energy management, voltage regulation, and efficient power conversion. 
 

 

  
(a) (b) 

 
n2: 100 µF; 10 kHz 

 
n3: 100 µF; 10 kHz 

 
n4: 100 µF; 10 kHz 

(c) 
 

Figure 9. A study conducted by [119]: application of switched capacitors (a) both in series arrangement,  

(b) parallel arrangement, and (c) PSIM software simulation 
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The concept of a reconfigurable equilibrium circuit represents an intriguing approach to addressing 

cell imbalances within a battery pack [120]. This strategy is predicated on optimizing the conversion efficiency 

of individual components to achieve balanced performance among the cells. However, a trade-off emerges in 

the form of voltage fluctuations during the balancing process. To mitigate these fluctuations, this study 

introduces an innovative proposal: the incorporation of a power supply to replace one of the battery cells, as 

highlighted in Figure 10(a) through the circuit diagram. 

At the core of this study is the experimental investigation aiming to validate the proposed approach. 

To simulate real-world conditions, the researchers employ eight battery cells, each with varying initial state of 

charge (SoC) levels, as illustrated in Figure 10(b). The reconfigurable equilibrium circuit seeks to optimize cell 

balancing by carefully considering the conversion efficiencies of the components involved. This holistic 

strategy aims to enhance the overall performance and longevity of battery packs by minimizing cell imbalances. 

However, as mentioned, this process can introduce voltage fluctuations that impact the stability of the system. 

To address this challenge, the study introduces an intriguing solution: replacing one of the battery cells with a 

power supply. This innovative modification aims to leverage the steady output of the power supply to mitigate 

the voltage fluctuations during the balancing process. This approach not only provides a novel way to stabilize 

the system but also offers insights into the broader potential of utilizing external power sources for enhanced 

control and stability within battery systems. 
 

 

 

 

(a) (b) 
 

Figure 10. A study conducted by [120]: (a) reconfigurable equilibrium circuit works of the use of power 

supply to replace battery cell and (b) experimental testing result 
 
 

The experimental testing stage, utilizing eight battery cells with varying initial SoC levels, serves to 

validate the feasibility and efficacy of the proposed strategy. This real-world testing helps to quantify the impact 

of the reconfigurable equilibrium circuit and the power supply replacement in practical scenarios, further 

bolstering the study's findings and implications. The study's innovative reconfigurable equilibrium circuit and 

power supply replacement concept contribute to the growing body of research in battery management systems. 

By addressing voltage fluctuations and leveraging external power sources, this research provides valuable 

insights into the potential for enhanced stability and control in battery pack balancing. The experimental testing 

with varying initial SoC levels adds a practical dimension to the study's theoretical foundations, fostering a 

deeper understanding of the proposed strategies' implications for battery management and optimization. 

While battery active equalizers offer compelling benefits for energy storage systems, they are not 

without challenges. As this technology continues to evolve and find broader applications, addressing these 

challenges becomes essential. In this section, we explore some of the key challenges associated with battery 

active equalization and potential solutions to overcome them. One of the primary challenges of implementing 
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active equalization is the initial cost and complexity of the technology. Active equalizers require advanced 

control electronics and power conversion circuits, which can add to the overall cost of an energy storage 

system. However, as the demand for active equalizers increases and manufacturing scales up, economies of 

scale can drive down production costs. Additionally, ongoing research and development efforts aim to simplify 

the design and reduce the complexity of active equalization systems, making them more accessible and cost-

effective. Despite being more efficient than passive equalization, active equalizers can still incur energy losses 

during the balancing process. High-frequency switching, while improving efficiency, may introduce switching 

losses. To address this, continuous advancements in power electronics technology are being made to minimize 

these losses and enhance the overall efficiency of active equalization systems.  

Additionally, optimizing control algorithms and fine-tuning balancing strategies can further reduce 

energy losses and improve system efficiency. Active equalization systems generate heat during the balancing 

process, and proper thermal management is essential to ensure the reliable and safe operation of the energy 

storage system. Thermal management solutions, such as passive and active cooling techniques, can be employed 

to dissipate heat efficiently. Implementing temperature sensors and thermal feedback systems in active 

equalizers can help regulate the balancing process, preventing overheating and promoting a stable operating 

temperature range. As battery packs in energy storage systems grow larger, ensuring efficient and uniform 

balancing across all cells becomes increasingly challenging. Distributed balancing solutions offer a promising 

approach to address scalability concerns. By distributing equalizers across the battery pack and managing 

smaller subsets of cells individually, distributed balancing can improve the overall balancing efficiency and fault 

tolerance of the energy storage system. Energy storage systems often comprise diverse battery chemistries and 

configurations. Ensuring compatibility and seamless integration of active equalizers with different battery types 

can be a challenge. Industry standards and protocols can help address this issue, establishing guidelines for 

manufacturers to design active equalizers that can work effectively with a wide range of battery chemistries and 

systems. The safety and reliability of active equalization systems are of utmost importance, especially in critical 

applications. Implementing robust safety features, such as real-time monitoring, fault detection, and redundant 

equalizers, can enhance the safety and reliability of energy storage systems. Rigorous testing and certification 

processes can further validate the performance and safety of active equalization technology. 

The findings from the various research studies encompass a range of innovative approaches and 

strategies for battery cell equalization in different contexts. These studies have explored techniques such as 

active balancing, novel circuit topologies, multi-winding transformers, switched-capacitor converters, and more, 

to address the challenge of maintaining uniform cell states in battery packs. The common thread among these 

findings is the pursuit of efficient, cost-effective, and reliable solutions to enhance battery performance, lifespan, 

and safety. However, a notable gap in these findings is the need for standardized evaluation metrics and 

benchmarks to comprehensively compare the efficiency, effectiveness, and feasibility of different equalization 

methods across various battery chemistries, pack sizes, and usage scenarios. Such standardized metrics would 

enable researchers and practitioners to make more informed decisions when selecting and implementing battery 

equalization strategies, ultimately driving advancements in battery technology for diverse applications. 

However, while these findings offer valuable insights, they also highlight a crucial gap that exists 

across the research landscape. This gap centers on the absence of standardized evaluation metrics and 

benchmarks to rigorously assess and compare the efficacy of the different proposed equalization methods. The 

lack of a unified framework for performance assessment makes it challenging to draw direct comparisons 

between various strategies, as their effectiveness can be contingent on factors such as battery chemistry, pack 

configuration, and operational conditions. This gap impedes the establishment of clear guidelines for selecting 

the most appropriate equalization technique for a given application. To address this gap, future research should 

focus on establishing standardized evaluation protocols that encompass a comprehensive range of battery types, 

pack sizes, and usage scenarios. This could involve developing metrics that consider not only balancing 

efficiency but also factors such as energy losses, implementation complexity, scalability, and long-term 

durability. Additionally, efforts to create an open repository of benchmark datasets, simulation models, and 

experimental results could facilitate collaborative research and accelerate the advancement of battery 

equalization technology. In conclusion, while the existing research findings highlight promising pathways to 

effective battery cell equalization, the absence of standardized evaluation metrics poses a challenge to 

objectively assessing and comparing these methods. Bridging this gap by developing a universal framework 

for performance assessment would enable researchers and practitioners to make informed decisions when 

selecting and implementing battery equalization strategies, ultimately accelerating the evolution of energy 

storage systems and their widespread adoption across various sectors. 

The integration of battery active equalizers in energy storage systems has far-reaching implications 

for environmental sustainability and energy transition efforts. Active equalization technology offers several 

significant environmental benefits and contributes to a greener future. By ensuring uniform cell performance 

and minimizing energy losses, active equalizers enhance the ability of energy storage systems to store and 

deliver electricity efficiently, facilitating the seamless integration of renewable energy sources into the grid. 
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This contributes to reducing dependence on fossil fuels and lowering greenhouse gas emissions. Moreover, 

active equalizers actively manage cell states of charge, promoting uniform cell performance and reducing stress 

on individual cells. As a result, active equalization technology prolongs the lifespan of batteries, reducing the 

frequency of battery replacements and minimizing waste generation from used batteries. Improved energy 

storage efficiency, enabled by active equalization, maximizes the utilization of clean energy resources, 

reducing energy waste and minimizing the environmental footprint of energy storage technologies. 

The implementation of active equalization technology in energy storage systems also promotes 

second-life battery use, repurposing batteries at the end of their useful life for stationary energy storage. This 

extends their useful life and reduces the demand for new battery production, contributing to a circular economy 

for batteries and reducing electronic waste. Energy storage systems equipped with active equalizers can provide 

grid stabilization services and support peak load management, rapidly responding to grid imbalances and 

fluctuations. This contributes to grid stability, reduces the need for fossil fuel-based Peaker plants, and lowers 

greenhouse gas emissions, promoting a cleaner energy grid. 

The seamless integration of battery active equalizers into energy storage systems is a crucial aspect of 

maximizing their benefits and optimizing overall system performance. As energy storage technologies play an 

increasingly pivotal role in the global energy transition, active equalization technology emerges as a key 

enabler in realizing the full potential of energy storage systems. In the realm of electric mobility, battery active 

equalizers hold immense significance in improving the performance and safety of electric vehicles (EVs). The 

adoption of lithium-ion batteries in EVs has been instrumental in advancing the electric mobility revolution, 

but cell imbalances remain a persistent challenge. Uneven cell voltages can lead to capacity discrepancies, 

accelerated aging, and potentially hazardous conditions in EV battery packs. Active equalization plays a pivotal 

role in addressing these issues. By actively monitoring cell voltages and redistributing charge as needed, active 

equalizers ensure that cells operate within their optimal voltage range. This prevents overcharging or over 

discharging of individual cells, promoting uniform cell performance and extending the lifespan of the entire 

battery pack. As a result, active equalizers contribute to safer and more reliable EV battery packs, translating 

into increased driving range, improved charging efficiency, and enhanced user satisfaction. 

In the context of grid-scale energy storage, where battery packs can comprise hundreds or even 

thousands of cells, active equalization is paramount for efficient and reliable operation. As the deployment of 

renewable energy sources, such as solar and wind power, continues to rise, grid-scale energy storage is 

becoming increasingly essential to stabilize the grid and balance supply and demand fluctuations. Cell 

imbalances in large battery packs can lead to suboptimal performance, reduced capacity utilization, and safety 

risks. Active equalizers play a crucial role in managing these imbalances. Their real-time monitoring 

capabilities and dynamic balancing strategies ensure that all cells within the battery pack operate within safe 

and uniform voltage ranges. By preventing overcharging or undercharging of cells, active equalizers contribute 

to grid stability, enhance the overall efficiency of grid-scale storage systems, and enable seamless integration 

of renewable energy sources into the electricity grid. 

The integration of battery active equalizers into residential energy storage solutions empowers 

homeowners to make the most of their solar energy systems. With increasing adoption of rooftop solar panels, 

residential energy storage solutions are gaining popularity as a means to store excess solar energy for use during 

peak demand or at times when solar generation is insufficient. Active equalization technology optimizes the 

performance of home battery systems. By actively managing cell voltages and preventing imbalances, active 

equalizers ensure that all cells contribute to the energy storage capacity effectively. This maximizes the usable 

energy stored in the battery pack and reduces energy waste. Moreover, by promoting uniform cell operation, 

active equalizers extend the lifespan of residential battery systems. This is particularly crucial for homeowners 

looking to make a long-term investment in sustainable energy solutions. By reducing the frequency of battery 

replacements, active equalizers contribute to the economic viability of residential energy storage and offer a 

more sustainable approach to harnessing solar energy for homeowners. 

The adoption of battery active equalizers is gaining momentum across various industries as the 

demand for efficient and reliable energy storage solutions continues to grow. Industry stakeholders, including 

battery manufacturers, energy storage system integrators, and technology developers, recognize the significant 

role of active equalization technology in advancing the energy storage landscape. As technology advancements 

continue and production costs decline, active equalizers are becoming more economically viable and 

accessible. The growing interest in sustainable energy solutions and the need to address environmental 

concerns are further driving the market for active equalization technology. 

Market analysts project a positive outlook for the battery active equalizer market, with steady growth 

expected in the coming years. As more energy storage projects are deployed worldwide, active equalization 

technology will play an increasingly critical role in optimizing battery performance, promoting safety, and 

ensuring the long-term viability of energy storage systems. Moreover, research and development efforts in the 

active equalization sector are focused on continuous innovation, exploring novel materials, control algorithms, 



Int J Pow Elec & Dri Syst  ISSN: 2088-8694  

 

Balancing the charge: the evolution of battery active equalizers in shaping a sustainable … (Eki Rovianto) 

1705 

and integration techniques. These developments aim to further improve the efficiency, reliability, and 

scalability of active equalization systems, making them even more attractive for a wide range of energy storage 

applications. In conclusion, the integration of battery active equalizers into energy storage systems holds 

immense promise for shaping a more sustainable and efficient energy future. With industry perspectives 

pointing towards a positive market outlook and ongoing advancements in technology, active equalization is 

poised to be a key enabler in unlocking the full potential of energy storage systems, supporting renewable 

energy integration, and advancing the transition towards a greener and more resilient energy landscape. 

 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

Advancements in technology have led to a profound transformation in various fields, and the realm 

Battery active equalizers represent a transformative technology that plays a pivotal role in shaping the future 

of energy storage systems. As the world seeks cleaner, more efficient, and sustainable energy solutions, active 

equalization technology emerges as a key enabler in realizing the full potential of energy storage and advancing 

the global energy transition. In this review article, we explored the development of active equalizers and their 

significance in optimizing energy storage systems. Active equalization technology offers a multitude of benefits, 

ranging from enhancing battery lifespan and performance to optimizing energy storage efficiency and ensuring 

safety and reliability. By actively managing cell voltages, active equalizers mitigate cell imbalances, minimize 

energy losses, and improve the overall efficiency and reliability of energy storage systems. Moreover, active 

equalizers contribute significantly to environmental sustainability and the transition to cleaner energy sources.  

By promoting the integration of renewable energy into the grid, prolonging battery life, and enabling 

second-life battery use, active equalization supports efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and combat 

climate change. Despite the challenges associated with cost, complexity, and scalability, ongoing 

advancements in technology and research are addressing these obstacles, making active equalizers more 

economically viable, efficient, and accessible. The industry perspectives and market outlook indicate a positive 

trajectory for active equalization technology, with steady growth expected in the coming years. The seamless 

integration of active equalizers into various energy storage applications, including electric vehicles, grid-scale 

installations, and residential energy storage solutions, further emphasizes the versatility and significance of this 

technology. Active equalization's role in optimizing performance, safety, and efficiency in these applications 

underscores its potential to revolutionize the energy storage landscape. In conclusion, the integration of battery 

active equalizers represents a pivotal step towards a sustainable and efficient energy future. With ongoing 

research, technological advancements, and the commitment of industry stakeholders, active equalization 

technology is poised to play a critical role in unlocking the full potential of energy storage systems, promoting 

renewable energy integration, and advancing the global transition to a greener and more resilient energy 

landscape. As active equalizers continue to evolve and find widespread applications, they are poised to become 

a cornerstone of the sustainable energy solutions needed to address the challenges of the 21st century. 
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